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CONFIDENTIAL NAIROBI 2171 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, KE, US 

SUBJECT: KENYAN DECISION TO PURCHASE F-5E/F AIRCRAFT 
REF: (A) STATE 41704, (B) STATE 48492, (C) LONDON 03020 

1 . FINANCE MINISTER KIBAKI SUMMONED ME TO HIS OFFICE 
TODAY TO ADVISE OF GOK DECISION TO APPLY ENTIRE $45 
MILLION IN FMS CREDITS OFFERED TO KENYAN DELEGATION 
DURING RECENT WASHINGTON VISIT TO PURCHASE SQUADRON 
OF TEN F-5E AND TWO F-5F AIRCRAFT. MINISTER OF DEFENSE 
PERMANENT SECRETARY KIEREINI, WHO WAS ALSO PRESENT AT 
MEETING, WILL SUBMIT LETTER REQUESTING LETTER OF OFFER 
ASAP. EMBASSY WILL CABLE TEXT WHEN RECEIVED. 

2. KIBAKI STRESSED THAT INCREASINGLY ACUTE THREAT FROM 
NEIGHBORING UGANDA AND SOMALIA WOULD MAKE IT IMPRUDENT 
FOR KENYA TO DELAY ORDERING THESE AIRCRAFT UNTIL FINAN- 
CING ASSURED, BUT GOK IS PROCEEDING ON DEFINITE HOPE 

THAT ADDITIONAL $20 MILLION IN FMS FINANCING CAN BE 
OFFERED BY USG. HE, THEREFORE, FORMALLY REQUESTED 
THAT ADDITIONAL FMS CREDIT IN AMOUNT OF $20 MILLION 
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CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL. 

3. WHILE I RECOGNIZE DIFFICULTY OF EARMARKING THESE 
ADDITIONAL FUNDS FOR KENYA. I BELIEVE IT WOULD BE IN 
OUR INTEREST TO MAKE THIS ADDITIONAL OFFER OF CREDIT 
AND THAT WE WILL BE ABLE TO HOLD OUR TOTAL ASSISTANCE 
AT THIS APPROXIMATE LEVEL AS OTHER WESTERN COUNTRIES 
NOW APPEAR WILLING TO PICK UP ALL OR MOST OF REMAINDER 
OF COST OF KENYAN ARMED FORCES' EXPANSION AND MODERNI- 
ZATION PROGRAM. IN RESPONSE TO MY QUERY. KIBAKI CON- 
FIRMED (WITHOUT GIVING SPECIFIC FIGURES) THAT GOK 

NOW ANTICIPATES BEING ABLE TO OBTAIN SIGNIFICANT 
AMOUNTS OF MILITARY ASSISTANCE FROM UK (SEE ALSO 
REF C), FRANCE. CANADA. ITALY, AND POSSIBLY GERMANY. 

(WE ARE REPORTING BY SEPTELS WHAT WE HAVE BEEN ABLE 
TO LEARN THUS FAR FROM EMBASSIES OF LATTER THREE 
COUNTRIES.) 

4. PLEASE ADVISE ASAP. 

MARSHALL 
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